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wants 1o avoid further legal action, the debtor should contact the original creditor directly and agree
to a payment plan,” says Friedman.

Be sure to ask the creditor to waive all interest, attorneys fees, costs, and so on as long as you make
payments, according to Friedman. And always have the creditor or debtor confirm the terms of the
agreement in writing.

Making contact with a creditor is usually the last thing we feel like doing. That's what makes the pay-
a-small-amount story so atiractive. It makes people think they can deal with the issue without having
to write a letter or pick up the phone. With a litle more effort, however, you can face the situation and
find a workable solution with your creditor so you can pay this off without having your wages
garnished or your credit damaged.

Take care of your credit!

See related: Ignoring credit card debt can lead 1o garnished wages, Wage garnishment rules of
engagement, Take these sieps to avoid wage garnishment

Salty Herigstad writes about women and credit every week for CreditCards.com. Herigstad is a writer and finance
consultant for MSN Money, a personal finance soflware product. She is also a member of the Washington Society of
Certified Public Accountants and the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Her Web site is
hitp:iMelpicantpaymybills.nel. Sally Hengstad tives in Kent, Wash., with her husband Gary. They have two grown
children, Valia and Grant.

To Her Credit answers a question about a dedt or credit issue from a CreditCards.com reader each week. Send your
question to Sally.
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